We have already seen several communities relocated as a result of sea-level rise. Displacements and relocations create uncertainty, distress and anxiety in affected communities. Extreme weather events such as cyclones cause death and injury across all affected islands. In addition, extreme temperatures cause adverse heat-related health impacts and increased incidence of respiratory diseases. I'm concerned that the full impact of climate change on health is yet to be fully recognised.
Q: What are the immediate priority actions that are needed here?
A: Our most immediate priority is to ensure that people are protected from the threats of cyclones and other disasters. In assisting member states with relocations, we are advising them to take the opportunity to ensure that communities have improved access to clean water, better sanitation and improved access to land for community gardens (and become less reliant on imported flour, rice, etc.).
Q: What are the most important lessons emerging from your current experiences?
A: The main lesson is that climate change makes existing issues worse. Many member states do not have adequate access to clean water, and climate change makes access worse. Similarly, dengue is now constant in many islands, and climate change will compound the spread of dengue through global warming and expanding mosquito habitats. Controlling mosquito breeding sites is critical. Our advice to member states is to address these concerns ahead of time. Preparedness is critical. 
Q: How important is financial assistance to support adaptation and mitigation strategies at this stage?
A: Financial assistance is critical. None of the island states are in a position to be more resilient without external assistance. This is why island leaders have pushed hard to streamline access to global financing facilities and to reduce the associated bureaucracy. If governments do not access adequate external financial assistance, most communities will remain vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. Food and water security will be compromised and communities less able to manage. Vulnerable communities become less able to cope with the spread of waterborne and arthropod-borne diseases. Vulnerable communities become susceptible to mental disorders and post-traumatic stress disorder. Their lives and livelihoods will suffer. Q: In recent years, the voices of Pacific leaders have been described as becoming "even more ardent with increasing force and urgency".
1 Are you optimistic that these voices will be heard?
A: Yes I am. We did not have much confidence in the lead-up to the Paris Agreement, but island leaders made a big impact there. They have continued to lead in many areas. For example, Fiji was chair of the United Nations climate change conference COP23. Island leaders also played a big part in the United Nations Oceans Conference in 2017, setting increased demands for urgent and better actions by developed nations. They continue to push for more decisive action.
